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What is a National Narrative?

 A national narrative can be defined as an overarching 
narrative which combines the stories of all the people groups 
who share the same geographical area and are governed 
by the same government. According to Britten (2012) it is a 
story that lends meaning and purpose to daily life.

 It can also be considered as a reflection of the identity of 
that nation.

 A nation, in this context, consisting of all the people groups 
within the borders of a country.



Why is this important?

Individuals in any society 
either buy into dominant 
public narratives or dissent 
from them (Baker, 2009:4).



Pravin Gordhan, in his 
2012 Budget Speech, 
called for ‘a new 
National Narrative’.



Dominant Public Narratives before 1990 

1.The Liberation Narrative
2.The Afrikaner Nationalist Narrative
3.The Liberal Narrative

(Jaffer, 2012)



It is important to note, that…

… in South Africa, we do not 
currently have a dominant public 
narrative that the majority of the 
people can ‘buy into’ or identify 
with. 



The Danger of a single narrative

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4pH6TxKzus

 According to acclaimed Nigerian writer, Chimamanda Ingozi Adichie.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4pH6TxKzus


The story of Piet Retief and Sekonjela



Personal Testimony: Timeline
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16 
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1988
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16 
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31 March 
2001

16 
December 
2018



In conclusion

America was a manifestation of a new nation 
formed around a creed – a national narrative.

(a set of principles).
 The question is – around what will South Africa 

unify?
What will be the golden thread of our new 

national narrative?



The burning question is?

How will a NEW NATION be formed?
Isaiah 66: 8

Who has ever seen anything as strange as this? Who ever heard of such a thing? 
Has a nation ever been born in a single day? Has a country ever come forth in a 
mere moment? But by the time Jerusalem's birth pains begin, her children will be 
born.
New Living Translation

https://biblehub.com/nlt/isaiah/66.htm
https://biblehub.com/nlt/isaiah/66.htm
https://biblehub.com/nlt/isaiah/66.htm


We must allow God to renew our minds!

Regarding our Political System

Acts 6:3 
3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you 
who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will 
turn this responsibility over to them

New International Version (NIV)



And also 

our Ownership System


Leviticus 25: 23 

"The land must never be sold on a permanent basis, for the land 
belongs to me. You are only foreigners and tenant farmers 
working for me.

New Living Translation

https://biblehub.com/nlt/leviticus/25.htm


And, yes, 

our Banking System
Deuteronomy 23:19

"You shall not charge interest to your countrymen: interest on money, food, 
or anything that may be loaned at interest.
New American Standard Bible

Good to also know!
Leviticus 25:35
Now if your countryman becomes destitute and cannot support himself among you, you are to help him 
like a foreigner or temporary resident, so that he can continue to live among you.

https://biblehub.com/nasb/deuteronomy/23.htm
https://biblehub.com/leviticus/25-35.htm
https://biblehub.com/leviticus/25-35.htm


Thank you, Father God, 
for knowledge, 
understanding and 
wisdom.
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