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I teach my children: complaining doesn’t solve problems. Plans solve problems. When it comes to land reform 

and expropriation without compensation, complaining won’t help us. We need good plans and permanent 

solutions. Therefore, we must all accept responsibility for the problem. 

I am thoroughly aware that this is a very complicated problem. There is therefore no single solution for the 

entire problem. Nevertheless, I would like to, in all humility, put something on the table that can serve as a 

framework for discussion in the search for a win-win solution when in comes to commercial farms. This land 

is indeed mainly in the possession of white farmers and this land currently has the highest potential for con-

flict.  

I challenge you in your faith and obedience. I challenge you to prayerfully work through this presentation and 

the attachments and to take part in the conversation from a Kingdom perspective. Plans succeed when there 

are many advisers (Proverbs 11:14 and 15:22). I am 100% convinced that our God is powerful and creative 

enough to inspire his children to put answers and solutions on the table that glorify Him and are to everyone’s 

benefit. 

 

Expropriation without compensation, like colonialism and apartheid, is a negative win-lose approach. The 

process must be turned into a win-win approach. Evil must be overcome with good. There must be giving 

instead of grabbing. Forgiveness, land, expertise, opportunities, and security of land ownership must be 

given. It may sound strange, or even like nonsense, but it’s the heart of a win-win solution. Individual land-

owners who are promoting transformation should be rewarded instead of all landowners being threatened 

with expropriation without compensation. Therefore, the SOLUTION is: 

 

Everyone must forgive and exonerate each other because God forgave us in Christ Jesus -  

➢ including the pain and hurt that we have caused each other in this country and in agriculture. 

 

Commercial farmers willingly give an amount,  

➢ equivalent to a previously negotiated percentage of the value of their land, 

➢ in a land fund that is managed by equal representatives from all 7 parties (commercial farmers; government; 

the value chain; banks; the private sector; NGO’s; and abroad)  

➢ to buy commercial farms in the free market 

➢ to establish young black and brown commercial farmers who are selected based on objective criteria and 

comprehensively trained.  

➢ The donation from commercial farmers could also be in the form of shares in a company that owns land 

or a physical piece of land, in both cases equal to the above-mentioned negotiated percentage. 

 

The mining sector gives land 

➢ that is still linked to mines that are already closed but are suitable for commercial farming; 

➢ that is not required for effective mining activities but does not pose a threat to commercial farming. 

 

The government gives recognition and security of ownership to commercial farmers who willingly make 

the above-mentioned contributions, by: 

➢ adding an entry on the title deed (as in the case of water rights) of a specific piece of land which confirms 

that this land has made  it’s final contribution to the solution for the land question and therefore 

➢ should be exempted (for at least for 99 years) from being expropriated without compensation, and 

➢ all other donations for this purpose should also be exempted from tax that would be involved. 

 

The agriculture value chain gives 

➢ “social responsibility spending” to add more to the commercial farmers' contribution to the land fund so 

that more land can be purchased; 
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➢ and shares expertise, services, products, and premiums to support the establishment of young farmers; 

➢ the opportunity for new producers to be included in the value chain. 

 

The banks gives decreased interest rates for commercial farmers, 

➢ Equal to a previously negotiated percentage (e.g. -3% to -5% below prime) on any bonds and/or loans 

they may secure to contribute to the land fund. 

 

Producers, producer organisations and NGO's give 

➢ and share their expertise and practical skills with the young farmers and 

➢ mentor them relationally to become world-class producers. 

 

The private sector and overseas (including past colonial powers) give money to 

➢ either a support fund to help farmers who are not economically able to give the negotiated percentage 

➢ or to the land fund with the purpose of buying more land for young farmers. 

 

 

 

Because ... 
 

1.  Because South Africa belongs to all who live in it – Black and White; 

2.  Because injustice needs to be rectified and conflict needs to be permanently resolved; 

3. Because white commercial farmers or an individual farmer cannot pay for the abuses of colonisation 

and apartheid on their own and because a lot of agricultural land was bought after 1994 in the free 

market. 

4. Because a win-win solution is the only sustainable solution to the current land question (This means: 

1. Accepting both parties are right 2. Tackling the problem and not each other and 3. Focusing on the 

future). 

5. Because the problem needs to be solved and not debated and then postponed; 

6. Because race relations need to be built up and not destroyed; 

7. Because expertise needs to be preserved and transferred relationally and should not be lost; 

8. Because it is a non-racial solution; 

9. Because the economy as well as the trust of investors must grow and jobs need to be created, 

10. Because an enforced process of restitution and black empowerment can not go on forever, but prob-

ably will not be completely abandoned over night. Therefore, it would be better to replace it with a 

voluntary process that is completed farm by farm. Security of ownership is therefore obtained farm 

by farm; 

11. Because the right to farm unhindered on a piece of land is just as important as the right to live on a 

farm; 

12. Because a Biblically justified economical system rests on 5 pillars: private ownership, stewardship, 

hard work, contentment and sharing; 

13. Because "give and share" are characteristic attributes of God's Way, the Kingdom of God and a Bib-

lical economical system; 

14. Because "give and share" are part of God's answer to grabbing and conflict; 

15. Because this is not about “hand-outs", but the creation of good opportunities for able new young 

famers who are willing to work hard and in whose hands the future of agriculture will be safe; 

16. Because God blesses sharing in such a way that the sharer will not suffer lack. 

17. Because general land owning (for housing, businesses, conservation, etc.) and owning commercial agri-

cultural land are two different issues that need different solutions; 

18. Because the solutions are in everyone’s interest, everyone should have equal representation in the 

management of the land fund; 

19. Because commercial agriculture in the 21st century requires special levels of expertise and skill; 

20. Because many individual farmers, producer organisations, and NGO's have already proven that they 

have the willingness, expertise, and ability to solve the problem effectively; 
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21. Because agriculture plays a fundamental and strategic role regarding food security (enough food), 

food freedom (not to put yourself in a position where countries who export food can manipulate us), 

job creation, and primary healthcare; 

22. Because commercial farmers should be the first to give a substantial contribution to the solution to 

the land question;   

23. Because every year there are more than enough young people graduating from our universities, uni-

versities of technology, and agricultural colleges who can be developed into world class producers; 

24. Because he who wants to keep everything to himself, risks losing everything (in Zimbabwe the whole 

economy collapsed to everyone's detriment). 

25. Because this initiative opens the door for a variety of initiatives and feasible models; 

26. Because only forgiveness and exoneration will lead to healing of our country and its people. 

And before you start debating this point, take note of the motivations behind the instruction: "Get rid 

of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind 

and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” 

(Ephesians 4:31-32).  In this country we have hurt each other deeply. When I use the words “each 

other”, I am not referring only to different races. I am not referring only to apartheid and land rights. I 

am referring to all people and all the harm we have done each other. We hurt each other in marriage, 

in families, in the church, in the work place and the business world, in one society. Different tribes, 

languages, peoples and nations hurt each other. People are suffering from emotional wounds. They 

are deeply wounded and infected with pain, and therefore they hurt others in an effort to get rid of 

their own pain and frustration. Wounding leads to sin and sin leads to deeper wounds. More wounds 

and deeper wounds lead to worse sin. It becomes an increasingly evil cycle of wounds and sins. Like 

a deadly infection the hurt and bitterness of one person spreads to the next person. It causes bitter-

ness, hatred and vengeance. The task of the church and every citizen of God's Kingdom is to obey 

Hebrews 12:15: “See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter 

root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.”  

  

 The ONLY way to stop this evil and self-destructive cycle of sin and wounds is to forgive and 

 exonerate EVERYONE who has hurt or offended you. We who are born of God are citizens of 

  His Kingdom, and should be the first to forgive and then bless. (Luke 6:27-36) 

 

A more extensive discussion and motivation for "giving" as the only workable and sustainable so-
lution for the land question is provided in three other documents.  It is available on request.  I ask 
that you work through it attentively and prayerfully.  
 
Should you have any questions you can send an email to hennie.viljoen@amosafrica.net. 

mailto:hennie.viljoen@amosafrica.net

